RUSSIA IN ASIA-PACIFIC: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
Professor: Evgeny Kanaev (Department of International Relations, Faculty of World Economy and International Affairs, NRU HSE)

Course Description
The course aims to initiate an in-depth and comprehensive discussion on Russia’s policy in Asia-Pacific: its key priorities, trends and interim results along with issues and challenges it is currently encountering. The course approaches the subject from an innovative perspective in order to encourage students’ conceptual thinking by means of an extensive and interactive training and spark their innovative mindset.

The course starts with analyzing Russia’s quest for a greater role in Asia-Pacific against the backdrop of prevailing global trends. Then it moves on to examine the trans-Pacific and Asia-Pacific vectors of Russia’s regional multilateral diplomacy. Issues under consideration also embrace Russia’s stance on the key regional security challenges and Russia’s economic and political relations with main regional actors – China, Japan, North and South Korea and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

Course Content: Focus and Reading
I.  Trends of global development: implications for Asia-Pacific and Russia’s search for influence there.   (0,5 Academic Hours) 
Focus: the role of Asia-Pacific is global politics and economy and give a review of Russia’s key regional priorities as follow from its national interests. 

  The Reading List:  
· Putin V. An Asia-Pacific Growth Agenda. The Wall Street Journal. 6.09.2012. // http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10000872396390443847404577629312716242648
· 2014. Makarov I., Barabanov O., Bordachev T., Kanaev E., Larin V., Ryzhkov V. Towards the Great Ocean-2, or Russia’s Breakthrough to Asia /Ed. by Karaganov S. – Valdai Discussion Club Analytical Report. – February.  

· 2013. Sumsky V.V., Kanaev E.A., Koldunova E.V., Zavadsky M.S., Zinovyeva E.S., Iontsev V.A., Kireeva A.A., Likhachev V.L., Lukonin S.A., Menzhulin G.V.,  Novikov A.V., Prokhorova Yu.A., Sevastyanov S.V., Stapran N.V. Russia’s Guiding Landmarks in the Asia-Pacific after the APEC Summit in Vladivostok /Ed. by I.S. Ivanov. – М.: Spetskniga,   

· Tselichtchev I., Debroux P. 2009. Asia’s Turning Point. Singapore: John Wiley @Sons (Asia). 

II. Russia and Multilateral Cooperation in Asia-Pacific.   (5,5 Academic Hours)
Focus: the Trans-Pacific and East Asian Multilateral Dialogue Platforms in Russia’s Foreign Policy Priorities. 

The Reading List: 

· Lavrov S.V. 2013. Towards Peace, Stability And Sustainable Economic Development in the Asia Pacific Region. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 5 October. // http://www.mid.ru/brp_4.nsf/0/D19A0531B380362544257BFB00259B9E
· Simon S. 2013. The ASEAN Regional Forum: Beyond the Talk Shop? // NBR Analysis Brief.  11 July. // http://mercury.ethz.ch/serviceengine/Files/ISN/166937/ipublicationdocument_singledocument/a913b761-aeac-4749-94b5-2902209c3e2b/en/071113_Simon_ARF.pdf
· Sumsky V. 2012. The Enlargement of the East Asia Summit: the Reasons and Implications of Bringing Russia In. ASEAN-Russia: Foundations and Future Prospects. / Ed.by V.Sumsky, M.Hong, A Lugg. – Singapore: ISEAS. – P. 70-79.  

III. Regional Security Challenges and Responses: Russia’s Perspective (6 Academic Hours)
Focus: Russia and: North Korean Nuclear Issue, the Unification of Korean Peninsula, Food Energy Security in Asia-Pacific.  
The Reading List: 

· Buszynski L. 2013. Negotiating with North Korea: the Six-Party Talks and the Nuclear Issue. – N.Y.: Routledge. 

· Vorontsov A. 2013. The reasons for the crisis on the Korean Peninsula. Strategic Culture. 12 April. // http://www.strategic-culture.org/news/2013/04/12/the-reasons-for-the-crisis-on-the-korean-peninsula.html
· Fedorovskiy A. 2013. North Korea after the Third Nuclear Test. // SERI Quarterly. – Vol. 6. – N. 2. – P. 110-114. 

· Chang Kyoo Park, Er-Win Tan, Geetha Govindasamy 2013. The Revival of Russia's Role on the Korean Peninsula. // Asian Perspective. – Vol. 37. – N. 1. – P. 125-147.
· Asia Development Bank. 2013. Food Security in Asia and the Pacific. – Manila: ADB.  // http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/food-security-asia-pacific.pdf
· Iwashita A. 2013. The Northern Territories and Russo–Japan Relations. // Russian Analytical Digest. – N. 132.– P. 2-4. 
· Kanaev E., Sumsky V. 2012. Russia’s Arms Boom and Changing Priorities: Where Does Asia Stand? // Global Asia. – Vol. 7. – N. 2. – P. 46-51. 
IV. Russia’s Relations with Main Asia-Pacific Actors.  (6 Academic Hours) 
Focus: Russia and: China, Japan, North and South Korea, ASEAN.   
The Reading List:

· 2013. Bracken A., Haji C., Hartman K., Sivalingam. China’s Quest for Energy Security: Redefining and Driving Foreign Aid. // The Michigan Journal of Public Affairs. – Vol. 10. – P. 4-29. 

· 2013. Panov A.N., Kazakov O.I., Kistanov V.O., Kuzminkov V.V., Pavlyatenko V.N., Streltsov D.V., Chugrov S.V. Current State of Russia’s Relations with Japan and Prospects for their Development /Ed.by Ivanov I.S. – M: Spetskniga. 

· Richardson P. 2013. “A Germany in the Pacific:” the Role of Japan in Russia’s Turn to Asia. UNISCI Discussion Paper. N. 32. // http://www.redalyc.org/pdf/767/76727454011.pdf
· 2013. Lee Jae-Young, Lee Seong Bong, Kuznetsov A., Min Jiyuong. The Russian ODI and FDI Promotion Strategy of Korea. KIEP World Economy Update. – Vol. 3. – N. 14. // http://www.imemo.ru/en/comments/Kuznetsov_050413.pdf
· 2013. Ivashentsov G.A., Vorontsov A.V., Larin V.L., Samsonova V.G., Suslina S.S., Toloraya G.D., Fedorovsky A.N. Russia – Republic of Korea Relations: Revisiting the Bilateral Agenda. Russian International Affairs Council Working Paper N.XI./Ed. by Ivanov I.S. – M.: Spetskniga. 

· Voskressenski A.D. 2012. The Three Structural Stages of Russo-Chinese Cooperation after the Collapse of the URRS and Prospects for the Emergence of a Fourth Stage. // Eurasian Review. – Vol. 5. – P. 1-14.

· Kanaev E., Sumsky V. 2014. Russia’s Progress in Southeast Asia: Modest but Steady. // Russian Analytical Digest. – № 145. P. 2-4. 
In Sum: 18 Academic Hours. 
