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Global South in the High North — a justified reason for the West to be worried?

Chinese Investments in the Arctic 2007-2025
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China-Russia cooperation poses rising
threat in Arctic, Pentagon warns

By J.D. Simkins s

Front-Line NATO Member Issues Warning About China's Ambitions
in Arctic

Published Mar 03, 2025 at 4:27 AM EST

Norway ‘Red Flags’ China’s Increasing
Footprints In Its Backyard! Warns
Against Russia-China Arctic Alliance

By Sakshi Tiwari - March 5, 2025

The Arctic Circle Assembly 2024
"China's Intentions in The Arctic

Are Unclear - And That is a
Growing Concern"

Canada Moves to Protect Arctic From
Threats by Russia and China

Ottawa says its focus on the Arctic comes after Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine “has shaken the foundations” of international

cooperation in the northern region.



What is a Just Energy Transition?
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What all this has to do with the Arctic?
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Problem

Isalated energy systems

Dependence on imported fuel

Climatic and geographical

constraints

Limited energy source

diversification

Lack of infrastructure and skilled

workforce

Energy poverty and social

vulnerability

o~

Arctic (Russia and others)

Settlements outside centralized

grids, autonomous diesel stations

Expensive diesel, delivery by sea/arr,
weather-related risks

Polar nights, extreme cold,

permafrost

Almost full dependence on diesel

No reserve capacity, shortage of

engineering personnel

High energy cost for households
and critical infrastructure

Asian Countries (Developing and
Remote Regions)

Rural periphery. mountain areas, islands

without grid connection

Import of oil, coal, gas — vulnerability

to price and geopolitical shocks

Monsoons, heatwaves, typhoons,

seismicity, floods

Heavy reliance on coal, insufficient

share of renewables

Weak grids. outdated plants, lack of
technical specialists

Millions lack access to reliable and clean

energy
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Arctic Cold War is here to stay for decades
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Russia's cooperation with Atlantic
countries in the Arctic is effectively
frozen after 2022. Projects with
companies from the USA, Canada,
and Norway have been terminated.
Sanctions, withdrawal of partners
and political isolation preclude the
restoration of dialogue in the
medium term. The Arctic has lost its
status as a zone of excluded
geopolitical interaction.

Russia is forced to refocus in
the Arctic: only non-Western
partners COULD provide
technologies, investments, and
logistics without (?) political
conditions



Let’s continue the discussion




